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BE RESPONSIBLE… 
I understand, the values of my school community depend on me. I will keep myself out of the 
stories, be careful not to perpetuate bad behavior and I will guard the people’s interest above all 
others. l will not allow vulgar or profane language to overshadow the essence of my story and I 
will cultivate respect for my advisor, staffers, school officials and others. 
  
BE FAIR… 
I will begin the search for truth with a neutral mind and explore controversial topics with 
impartiality. I will develop a panoramic vision of issues, welcome diverse perspectives, refrain 
from getting the last word (through an editorial on the end), and not to jump to conclusions. 
BE HONEST… 
I will not plagiarize, fabricate or misrepresent myself in any way. I will not tolerate dishonesty 
from any staff member and stand by my promises to keep identities private. I will be guarded 
about the credibility of my sources and will not electronically alter the content of photos. 
  
BE ACCURATE… 
I understand that accuracy is more than just getting the facts right. I will be a first-hand witness 
whenever possible. I will review my story, know my subject’s history, read back quotes (to my 
interviewees), verify questionnaires and be cautious about any information I find on the internet. 
  
BE INDEPENDENT… 
I will recognize that the student press is subject to school administration judgement. I will work 
to have this press recognized as a public forum, accept no gifts or bribes and declare any 
unavoidable conflict of interest.  
  
MINIMIZE HARM… 
I will look into the future for the likely impact of a story. I will notify school officials of anyone who 
would harm themselves or someone else. I will be especially sensitive to the maturity and 
vulnerability of young people. I will not let anyone use this news source in a malicious way, 
understand privacy expectations and be cautious of identifying minors of criminal acts.  
  
BE ACCOUNTABLE… 
I will admit my mistakes and publicize prompt corrections. I will expose unethical practices, 
provide readers/viewers a way to critique this media and use the power of student media 
judiciously. 
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